I SUPPOSE most men who are working in general hospitals have received an order that in future they are to notify affections caused by tar. I, therefore, thought it would be useful to members if I brought up a couple of cases.
Both men have been employed in gas works. The first man came to me in March last year with a growth on the forehead. That was excised and sections made, and it was fQund to be squamouscelled carcinoma. He has had a number of tumours which have dropped off, leaving scars. Early this year he came again, with & lump the size of a nut on the back of his left forearm, where there are scars of previous lesions. I am exhibiting a photograph of the second tumour which developed in four weeks. It has been excised. I show an excellent section of this lesion from the back of the wrist: a trabecular, squamous, prickleand horny-celled carcinoma.
The second patient came to the London Hospital having rapidly developed a tumour on his face. It is his duty to throw pitch into barges. He has several scars on his face and on his hands. Thelesions have dropped off leaving atrophic scars. The tumour on the left cheek is of three weeks' duration. It is rounded, raised and slightly crusted. Its transverse diameter is 15 mm. and it is raised about 7 mm. above the surface. It is freely movable over the deep tissues. There is a small gland palpable in front of the left ear, but I hope this is not malignant.
The late Mr. Harold Barnard investigated a number of these cases, which show the following stages of development: The workers often get splashed with hot tar, and dermatitis follows; at a later date they get tar molluscum or tar tumour. But the tar worker does not worry about these lesions very much, because they usually drop off. Now and again, however, especially in elderly men, they do not fall off but develop into squamous-celled carcinoma.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT: Many years ago I had to write an article on this subject, and I had the inestimable advantage of going round with Mr. Barnard over a very extensive coal-tar works. He had a very thorough knowledge of the subject. As a rule, what causes the trouble is the splash of the hot tar compound. Creosote oil in the gas works is an impure form of creosote, and the men are carefully kept away from the stills when they are full. In that way this coal-tar works stamped out tar dermatitis. The earliest lesion one can see is a spot of orythema, looking not unlike lupus erythematosus, with a distinct tendency to telangiectasis. That interested me, because it is exactly what one sees on the backs of the hands of people who have been in the Tropics, described by Sir Lenthal Cheatle as "biotripsis." On this erythematous patch one of two lesions may develop. If the erythema is on the glabrous skin, there is first a common wart, but if it occurs where there are horny follicles, there is a horny folliculitis, and the lesions aggregate and produce the tar molluscum. That may fall out, leaving a cribriform hole beneath. Then there is the stage which Dr. Sequeira shows to-day, the production of a carcinomatous lesion. Mr. Barnard assured me that not only does the molluscum involute occasionally, but that lesions like that on this man's face may occasionally necrose extensively round the infiltration, and drop out. On comparing these with common squamous epitheliomata which are not due to tar, we were both struck by the very stiff belt of plasma cells and lymphoid cells which underlie the epithelial infiltration. We both thought the reaction was enormously strong, and that it choked the vessels, and so led to necrosis. It is only occasionally that these necrose and fall out. At any rate, the man is much better off if you excise and sew up the wound.
Dr. J. H. SEQUEIRA (in reply): We had a case from Lincolnshire in which a comparatively new tar industry (spraying roads with tar when laying tar macadam) produced a lesion of this kind.
Postscript.-The younger of the two men shown at the meeting had a watt below his left eye, and the general opinion was that it ought to be excised. In a week's time the patient wrote to say that the tumour had dropped off.
